TIG Open Forum

September 15th 2006- Nairobi

Youth Participation in the Local Community- an event at the One Stop Youth Resource Center

TakingITGlobal invited their online community members residing within the city of Nairobi to take part in an Open Forum discussion on TakingITGlobal’s site and the thematic areas, which they are a part of.  

The Open Forum provided a positive platform for participants to share knowledge, collaborate and openly discuss the needs of youth within Nairobi.

Agenda for the afternoon

2.30: Arrival of open forum participants. 

Welcoming to the One Stop and to the Open Forum. 

         Introductions – 

         Icebreaker – 

Information and Background on TakingITGlobal, the One Stop Youth Centre and ICTs and the role of young people and ICTs. 

Background discussion on TakingITGlobal by Jennifer Corriero co-founder and executive director of TakingITGlobal

Opportunity for youth members to ask questions to Jennifer and the TakingITGlobal representatives at the forum.   

Breakout Sessions – Members decided on the 7 most important themes to be discussed and then broke into related groups.  After discussions one representative reported back.  

5.00: Concluding remarks based on action-oriented discussion

Purposes of the Workshop

1. To get youth and young adult recommendations on ways to strengthen the Taking It Global Website for young people in Kenya.

2. To discuss and report back on issues that participants see as paramount challenges being faced in their community.

3. To interact with partners who are committed to global support of youth led initiatives. Presentations from Peacechild International, UN-Habitat, Environmental Youth Alliance, and Taking It Global.

The purposes of this document are to provide to participants at the Workshop with a:

1. a summary of the presentations that were made by youth during the forum.

2. an overview of findings and comments from the survey that participants completed.

This Open Forum was attended by approximately 55 young Taking It Global members. Of those, 15 were female and all identified that they did not know each. A small portion of the participants (10-15) indicated that this was the first time they had visited at the One Stop Youth resource centre. The majority of the group indicated that they are involved in a youth serving or youth led organization and 15% indicated that they have self initiated and managed a project.

Issue Based Group Discussions 

Crime and Drug Abuse Causes

Issues: 

- Poverty

- Dysfunctional Constitutions

- Un-employment

- Idleness

- Peer Influence

- Youth are not part of important decision making processes

Youth Politics and Ethnicity

- Love yourself

- Love neighbors 

- Assist those who are close to you

- Interaction

- Urbanization

- Strong alliances

- Common visions – intermarriages

- Participation in voting exercise

- Know your priorities

- Take the initiative and take action

HIV/AIDS and Young People

Issues:

- Statistics indicate high infections among youth aged 14-30

- Poverty- transactional sex among young girls as a result of economic needs

- Youth are sexually active: experimentation, promiscuity

- Culture

- Taboos

- Policies

- Attitudes

- Religion

- Education 

- Legal Regulations

- Ignorance

- Behaviors

- Lack in knowledge of statistics

- Media – a centre of attraction for youth that can have a negative influence

- Peer pressure

Solutions: 

- Economic empowerment linked to HIV Programmes

- Awareness programmes in schools that are value based and are started early

- Media based initiatives

- Initiatives to destigmatize HIV/AIDS and to support groups

- To promote access to contraceptives

- To initiate youth development projects

- Encourage VCT among youth

- Include parents and parental support at all levels

- Develop programmes for behavioral change and formation

- Access to ARVs and Nutrition

- Peer education

Gender and Female Genital Mutilation

Issues:

- Cultural practices and traditions

- Education: access to information, law enactments and resource mobilization

- Misconceived perceptions that are set based on norms and stereotypes

Solutions:

- Change of government policies

- Job opportunities created so that women are self employed and have more power.

Child Abuse

Issues:

- Physical, mental, psychological torture

- Lacking basic human rights- food, housing, shelter, clothing, health, water, education

- When a child is involved in bad behavioral activities in the society like prostitution that is abuse

- Demanding a child to work in access and in an in environment where he or she is endangered

Solutions:

- Counseling

- Public Awareness

- Drop in centers for abused children

- Identifying risky areas and avoiding them

- Family participation in education to reduce sexual abuse and rape

Hunger and Employment – Investment

Issue:

- Young people are being educated but there are no job opportunities available

- Despite the higher level of literacy among youth there is still no chance of gainful employment

Solutions:

- Need for professional training

- Expansion of sources in information

- Encouragement of entrepreneurship

- Governments to establish relationships with the private sector and have them sponsor youth and youth related activities

- There is a need to equip youth with investment knowledge and skills

Hunger solutions: 

- Encourage youth to participate in agricultural activities

- The government should come up with policies that encourage the youth to move towards the agricultural sector.  

The Environment

- The environment and working towards creating a more sustainable eco friendly world leads to employment and entrepreneurial opportunities. 

- Creating profits with a purpose

- Caters for present and the future

- Create guidelines and policies around land issues such as the construction of roads 

- Encouragement of training in sustainable development, educations, editing school and developing curriculums to promote self-development

- “Eco- spirituality” Starts from your own body and home.  Start locally then think globally

- Create laws against child labor and unequal and fair working conditions

- Create recycling programmes and develop laws around them 

TakingITGlobal Recommendations

- Sensitization and awareness of the site. Making youth know about TakingITGlobal

- Opportunities and Job: Make it more flashy and eye- catching

- Linkages: Sub links

- Languages: add more local languages like Kiswahili

- Recognition for ideas: Names and picture

- Types of projects: have awards, consultations, and classifications

Survey Results:

Demographics:

A total of 45 surveys were received. 32 responses were from male participants and 11 from female.

Age range of respondents: 18-33

Organizational Information:

Number of organizations represented by the respondents- 42

Organizations with multiple members were Taking It Global, One Stop Youth Resource Center, Junior Council of Nairobi, Global Youth Action Network, and Great Lakes Young Peace builders Network.

13 indicated that their involvement has a Global or Local membership base and project focus.

10 indicated that their involvement has a National membership base and project focus.

5 indicated that their involvement has a mixed membership base (National/ Local and or International)

Only 4 respondents indicated that they were not members of any organization.

The majority of respondents indicated that the number of members in their organizations is between 10-50. In total the approximate collective membership base of those represented was 1,133 (excluding organizations with global membership over 500ppl).

Organizational Thematic Areas

Resource Support

23 (over half) of respondents indicated that their organizations were in receipt of resources.

Only 8 indicated that this was in the form of financial contributions and 12 stated that they received in kind resource support.

Individual Contributions to Community

Respondents indicated that their contributions are in the following areas.

Teaching/ Training/ Awareness raising/ counseling 20

Volunteering- 10

Artistic (through music/art or creative writing)- 3

Being responsible- 1

The following thematic areas were highlighted as the areas in which respondents are allocating their energy. They have been listed based on the number of people who indicated involvement and/ or interest in these themes. Note that the majority of individuals are engaged in multiple thematic areas.

Reproductive Health/ HIV Aids- 20

Youth Empowerment- 10

Governance and Advocacy- 10

Entrepreneurship/ Employment/ Financial -8

Environment- 7

Conflict Resolution and Peace building- 7

Communications/ Information Technology- 5

Sports- 4

Food Security- 3

Literacy/ Education- 3

Gender Equality- 3

Drug and Substance Abuse- 2

Architecture- 1
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